
Mr®. Cooper Hewitt's Ankle and $100,000 Diamond Bangle Which Have Occasioned Some Discussion.

Mrs Peter Cooper Hewitt, the Vivacious YoungWife of the Distinguished Scientist and Inventor,
Sticks Out Her Bejeweled Ankle to Be

Photographed and Her Whimsical
Caprice Amuses Her Serious-

Minded Hushand VH
\3bL, fm

Mrs. peter cooper hewitt. wife
of a distinguished electrical in¬
ventor, walked down the g-iugplank

of the Mauretania the other day. wearing
a conspicuous bangle on her ankle.

It was a striking creation of the artistic
Jeweller, a llexibiu band studded with dia¬
monds. Jt.s designer was a society artist
of note, Robin d'Erlanger, son of Baron
d'Erlanger, ihe well-known Parisian finan¬
cier.- Its value was evtimated at $100,000.

Mrs. Hewitt displayed the Jewel on a

very suitable background.a shapely, silk-
ciau ankle. Somebody asked her when
she had taken up this tashion and 3he an¬

swered. "Take it up! 1 originated it."
And Mrs. Peter Cooper Hewitt amiably

stuck out her foot for the photographers
to aim at as they caught in their cameras
the bejeweled ankle which is shown above
on this page.

if a <-horus girl had done this very thing
everybody would smile and say "silly
presa agent nonsense."

But Mrs. Peter Cooper Hewitt docs not
need public notoriety. She is the wife of
a New York multi-millionaire of estab¬
lished social and scientific standing.
Then why did she do it?
Why did Mrs. Peter Cooper Hewitt have

a diamond anklet made for herself and dis¬
play it in public?
And why should she be pleased to have

her bejeweled anklet photographed for
public exhibition?
And would a frivolous freak of this kind

amuse or meet the approval of a serious-
minded man of science who has spent a

lifetime in the silence of his laboratory?
These seemingly trivial details concern¬

ing the ankle and the bangle are worthy of
consideration, because they form part of a

serious problem. Why should n successful
scientist of nearly sixty seek happiness
with a frivolous woman under thirty with¬
out any inclination for serious studies?
We are here faced with one of the doep-

est problems of human nature, but we

must first consider the essential facts
about the persons in this case.

Peter Cooper Hewitt has been one of the
most productive of electrical scientists. For
thirty years he has buried himself in his
laboratories. One of his favorite retreats
was in the Madison Square Tower. He
invented the Cooper Hewitt mercury vapor
lamp, which gives light at the lowest cost
of any electric lamp and is widely used in
factories. He has invented a wireless tele¬
phone that will respond to oneliundred-
mllllonth of a horsepower current and a
telephone that can be used across the At¬
lantic. Other inventions are the Cooper
Hewitt rectifier to enable direct currents
to be used with alternating circuits, a lifTit
transformer for altering the wave lengths
of a light ray and thus changing its color,
a centrifugai peparator and several other
important contributions to science.

Mr. Hewitt became an inventor because
nature made him that way and not be¬
cause lie needed money. He is tlie grand¬
son of Peter Cooper, who was a noted busi¬
ness man, millionaire and philanthropist.
His own father, Abram S. Hewitt, was one
of the leading citizens of New York. His
family have bad great wealth for many
generations and they belong to the most
fashionable set of the metropolis.
Over twenty years ago Mr. Hewitt mar¬

ried Miss Lucy Work, daughter of Prank
«ork and sister of Mrs. Burke Roche, a
woman of the same set as his own family.In a few years it became apparent that,like many other couples in society, they
were not particularly suited to one an¬
other. Mrs. Hewitt was very active in
society and Mr. Hewitt was not always

-ier« They had no children. A few

years ago they arranged the divorce that
.-ociety had long expected.
He buried himself in his laboratory. Ho

became noted for his concentration aiul
wclusiveness. Ho would nover cpeak of
(.tie of his inventions to anybody until ho
had perfected it.
Then the charmer came. She wa.< orig¬

inally Marion Andrews, of a Southern fam¬
ily. and married Dr. Pedar Hruguiere. a
California millionairo, who moved with
her to New York and Newport some years
ago. They were divorced at Reno, and
shortly afterward Mrs. Hruguiere married
Stewart Denning, a New Yorker. He dis¬
covered that his first wife's divorce was
one of those unsatisfactory affairs that
may be good in one State and not in an¬
other, and to tqake suro of matters he had
hi3 own marriage annulled.
The liberated charmer went to Newport,

and the gayest bachelors of the Summer
capital, such as James J. Van Alen and
Reginald Yanderbilt, fell under her spell.
Cooper Hewitt Joined them and, though
intellectually quito different, from the oth¬
ers. became her most devoted attendant.
At the earliest possible moment and with
romantic secrecy he was married to Mri.
Hruguiere.
The new Mrs. Hewitt was an adept at

dancing and singing and all tho arts that
appeal to the emotions.1 side of humanity.
Site waB prolific, in pranks that would sur¬
prise a conventional member of society.
It was amazing to see Cooper Hewitt, tho
mature scientist, tho recluse, enter into all
her playfulness with tho most evident en¬

joyment.
The charm of a frivolous woman for a

serious man has been observed since the
dawn of human history. Hercules, the
protean hero of antiquity, 7 t on women's
clothes and slaved threo years for
Omphale, who was evidently a frivolous
character, while she carried his club and
wore his lion's skin. The mighty SamsoiV
fell hopelessly into tho snares of the en¬

chanting Delilah, who Is said to have be3iV
a singer.
Coming to more historical characters

we find that the Emperor Justinian, the
most famous lawmaker of the Roman Em¬
pire, married a woman who had belonged
to a wandering circus. To marry her ho
changed a fundamental law forbidding
great officers of tho empire to marry
actresses. Historians s&y that Theodora
continued her carouses in (he imperial
palace, but on certain critical occasions
she helped Justinian greatly.

Antoninus Pius, a Roman Emperor
famed for his wisdom, married the notori¬
ous Faustina, who was noted for her wit
and her improprieties. Antoninus enjoye-d
all her caprices, and Instead of punishing
her struck coins and built temples in her
honor.

Psychologists havo long recognized that
there is a law of opposites, according to
which m^n and women are attracted by
opposite qualities in one another. If a
man possesses tremendous all-round force
and ability, his opposite in womanhood
may be- a nonentity. Too often he finds
her. There is doubtless a woman of ideal
sweetness and submissiveness who la a
fitting mato for tho superman, but she Is
rarely found.

Mr. Henry T. Finck, a high authority on
lovo, says: _

"In men of genius their own store of in¬
tellect Is so great and their admiration for
beauty so intense that they are constantly
liable to marry silly girls, or before mar¬
riage to flirt with one beauty after another
without finding satisfaction."
To account for tho amorous propensityof genius is easy enough. Genius means

creative power allied with a taste for tho
beautiful. This taste may be gratified by

(he contemplation of
the beauties of na¬
ture. the creativo
power by reproduc¬
ing them on canvas or

manuscript. Hut na¬
ture's masterpiece is
lovely woman, who
not only yields the
highest gratification
of artistic ta.«te, but
inspires love. And
what i3 love, but a

creative impulse.a
desire to link one's
name and personal¬
ty In future genera¬
tions with this em¬
bodiment of consum¬
mate human ben\ity?

"Than!.s to their
passion for beauty,"
says Mr. Finck,"men
of genius are tm
prone to follow the
impulse of the mo¬
ment and marry a
pretty doll ip tha
hope of being abla
to educate her into
an attractive com¬

panion. Unluckily it
rarely happens that
the minds of those
beauties are 'wax to
receive and marblo
to retain.* Pretty
girls are commonly
lazy.spoiled hy tho
thought that their
beauty ato.ies for
everything and re¬

gardless of the fu¬
ture vrhen this apol¬
ogy for inaolenco
will have lost its per¬
suasiveness."
The authorities toll us that all the poets

have been ardent seekers after beauty
and rarely cared whether brains accompa¬
nied it. Shelley, his biographer tells us,
"had an irresistible natural tendency to
fall in love," and Uyron. speaking of one
of his loves, says, "I had and have been
attacked fifty times, yet I recollect all wo
said to each ether, ell our caresses, hei¬
fer ures. my restlessness, sleeplessness."
The lender of men, the statesman, the

conqueror, seems driven to seek consola¬
tion with a frivolous, pretty woman, and
to shun tho woman of intellect.

(Jreat men rarely find themselves suit¬
ably married. Domestic happiness is tho
privilege of the ordinary man. Frederic
Masson, who analyzed the love affairs of
Napoleon Tlonaparte, found thai no woman
over really loved him. English legends
have made a pathetic figure of Josephine,
but M. Masson finds that she was really
an adventuress who grabbed the young
Napoleon as the hist chance of saving her
from hitter poverty.
Thus the greatest personality of many

centuries passed through life without be¬
ing truly loved, while many low comcdi-
anB have excited undying devotion.

Nelson, the great admiral, neglected his
¦wife and was pathetically enslaved oy a
lovely adventuress. Lady Hamilton. The
Duke of Wellington could not agree with
his wife, a noblewoman of the best fam¬
ily, and found consolation elsewhere.
The great man is almost invariably a

hypersthenic, one possessed of abnormal
nervous force. This must find an outlet
in action; otherwise the force beats uponhimself and drives hint mad. In his mo¬
ments of inactivity and waiting he must
have amusement. A conventional, dlgnl-
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fled woman, dovoted tn her home or her
palace or hor social duties, bores him and
maddens him. A frivolous, brainless wo¬
man. with a gift for dancing, singing and
carousing, soothos him and provides an
outlet for his superfluous nervous force.
The society of such a woman brings out

the boyish side of his nature and enableshim io escape from the dreary prospectoffered to him by the conventional, com-
monpiuco and stupid beings who surround
him.
The rule that applies to I ho truly great

men applies In more or lens degree to sill
men of high ability. All havo the nervous
forco that seeks relief in th" society of
thoughtless, laughter-loving women.

It is noticeable that men of cM-cplionalintellectual development have randy been
attracted toward women of a similar ~mi-
nonct Friend - Herbert Spencer, tlio
great philosopher, t ..ought that it would
bo r. fine thing to match him with George.
Eliot, the novelist, who was probably tho
most intellectual 'oman of her day.
Herbert Spencer fled from this proposed

match with amusing haste, in his me¬
moirs lje remarks that, unpliilosopbioal as
it might appear, he had always attache 1
great importance to a lino skin and an at¬
tractive color in a woman. Without theso
finalities noble features had no attraction
Tor him.

Throughout the ages wo find records of
great men who married incongruous wives
and lived happily with them, or married
conventional wives and lived unhappilyShakespeare married a prosperous citi-

Crcat Ilrltnln Iticlits Ucaervcd.

zen'a daughter
nnd was unhap¬
py. Mollere
found amuse¬
ment in the so¬

ciety of his cook.
Her violent and
ling rammatical
language gave
him relaxation.

Goethe at the
ago of eighty-
four fell desper¬
ately in love
with sixteer-
vear-old Minna
llerzlieb, 'the
daughter of *i
bookaellor. It
was her child¬
ishness and lack
of intellect lhat
charmed him.
The ancient

Greeks sliame-
l > 8 b 1 y recog¬
nized that the
e o n v e 111 ionai
wife was not a
cheering com¬
panion for the
man of intel¬
lect. In the
lays of Pericles
ind Alcibiades
lho wives were
restricted to do¬
mestic duties
and the men
sought compan¬
ionship with an¬
other class of-
women. Such re¬
sources are de¬
nied to us to-day
and every man
must hope for a
congenial wife.

(cjtjriowN <5do.: 0

Mr. Cooper Hewitt, the Distinguished Electrical
Inventor and Husband of the Light-Hearted

Beauty, in His Laboratory.
A French plillosophor nukes Iho inter¬

esting observation thai men who married
dancers have always been happy. Tho
dance, a primitive expression of joy, gives
an out lot to a man's energies anil tnnkes
him feel young again. The serious thinker
wiii find happiness with a thoughtless
(iancor rather than with a woman nearer
his own mental type.
Havclock Kills, the great authority on

woman nature, says that the greatest

charm of woman is lior comparative child*
bhness. The attraction of this qualityfor a man becomes more potent in pro¬portion as he is removed from the child¬
ish stage.
The teachings of philosophers, psycholo¬gists and physiologists lead to the conclu¬sion that the man of groat mental powetand concentration is likely to find happl-

noss with a woman who is childlike, fonderf laughter, singing and dancing.


